Perfect devastation

Author’s storm tale brings flood
of memories for South Shore
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By Alice C. Coyle the crushing blow the October hur-
STAIT WRTER ricane — actually the combination

ol three storm sysiems. including
the remnants of Hurricane Graee -
dealt 1o homes and businesses in the
seaside town,

Up and down the coast the storm
wreaked havoe. surprising {oreeast-
crs and residents by hoth its dura-
tion and ferocity, In Scituate, the
South Shore community hardest hit
by the storm. funger's book pro-
vides another perspective, while
conjuring up a lood of personal
memories  about  the  horrible
Halloween hurricane of 1991 amd
the damage it did locally. While o
lives were Jost on the South Shore,
the storm hit the coastal communi-
ties of Hull, Marshfickd and
Scituate hard, Qverall damage esi-
males in Scitnate alone. topped
$100 million.

On the North Shore, Junger was

- (.\E

When Schastian Junger began
wiik on “The Perfeet Storm™ four
years ago, he had no idea it would
even make the New York Times
Rest Scller list == let alone hold the
tap spot for more than a year. When
Junger’s Whilling, tragic and very
e story felt to number two below
the controversial Starr Report a few
weeks hack, the author was more
amused than disappointed.

“Il anything was going to knock it
down. T thought it was pretty funny
fhat it was (he Starr Report,” Junger
said in a telephone interview rom
his home in New York City.

A Belmont native, who summercd
on the Cape, Junger was living in
Gloucester when (he devaslaling
“no name” storm of October 1991
came ashore. Junger saw first hand

“occan. The story of the crew
aboard the sail boat Sartori. rescued
during the height of the siwm is |
also told in “The Perfect Stosm.™ |

By interviewing fishermen. ihe !
family members and friends of - |
Andrea Gail's crew., and others who ‘
weathered the storm and survived, {
Junger was able to introduce read- !
crs to those at the heart of the story, ‘[
rcinforcing the fact that they are ‘
real peaple. not simply characters in
a book. Through these interviews.
Junger brings a personal touch to
the re-tefling of this tragic story,

Accurale facts were imponant in
recreating the story.  And through "
three years of rescarch — working
with cxperts in all facets of the
boating and fishing industry il
melcorologists, Junger was able n
provide the intricatc details tha
give both the authar and his fir

wirking as a
climber for a
tiee removal
company
and - trying
his hand al
frec-tance
writing  in
the days and
months Tol-
lowing  the
storm, when
he  decided
o take on a
bigger writ-
ing project.
1 had

PHOIN FALRTESY 1 B rneT et ey,
More than 100 waterfront homes were damaged or destroyed during the “no name" stoem of 1991.

been thinking about writing a book
on dangerous jobs,” said Junger,

wh had a birds eye view of onc of

™7 the country’s most hazardous pro-
fessions daily, focused on fisher-
~men — specifically the six-man
crew of the ill-Tated Andrea Gail.

On its way back from a lale scason
fishing trip to the Grand Banks, the
72-foot-long  swordfish boat was
caught in the center of the unnamed
storm and sunk with all hands on
board.

And the Andrea Gail wasn't the

only vessel losing its batle in the
storm's Tury.  Junger retells the
story of the  Air  National
Guardsmen who risked their lives
10 save others and wound np fight.
ing for their own after having 1o
“ditch” their helicopter in the raging

novel credibility. Tt also makes for
fascinaling reading, _———



Hatherly Road near Scituate’s Misquashicut Pond was impassable to all buit four-wheel drive vehicles following the Oct. 30-31 Nor'easter.




Continued from page 2
If 16 months on the best sellers list
isn't impressive enough for his first
lime out, Junger's book is now
being made into a movie. Junger is

sailor Bernard MacKenzie and the |

crew that sails with him aboard his
33-foot Friendship Sloop Voyager
put “The Perfect Storm” at the top

‘of their summer reading list this

! i year.
consulting . with Bul what has sur-
Warner Bros. on “Bo inth ised Ji i

prised Junger is the
the screen play _for als m .e enormous interest in P55
the u;wumgg film harbor were just the book (rom all over ?
and The Leaming . the country. “No one |
Channel reccnll; pulvenzed. There o N

aired an hour-long
television program
based on the events
recounted in
Junger's book com-
plete with  inter-
views with the peo-
ple involved.
Fishcrmen, boaters and residents
from all over coastal Massachuselts
who lived through the storm were
drawn 1o (he book immediately.
Long time Scituate resident and

the book brought the no-name |
storm back into {ocus. Friday marks
its seventh anniversary and while
countless other nor’casters have !
blown into town before and sinee, |

were dinghies

flying through

. i
the air.
ASSISTANT HARBORMASTI:R
MARK PATTERSON

thought starting out
that this book would
be this big." Junger
notcs.

Paul Scott. cngi-

Scituate's Departiment
of Public Works just
finished the book. Like others who
surveyed the storm’s damage from
the coastline. Scott said after read-
ing about the fate of the Andrea
Gail, he was taken by its fury at sea.

For Scott, and others in Scituate

inland. “I think '78 taught us a
good lesson in preparedness.” Scoit

noted.

the 1991 <tewm

stomds out.
“What sur-

prised vs was the

Through three yéars of
research — working

neering director for .

Hatherly and Glades Roads were |
washed out and impassable, as was
Oceanside Drive and several other
roadways. On Surfside Road a sec- -

Scott said.
Recalling  the

devastation of the Blizzard of *78,
most msic}enls closest to the walter
didn’t-‘wait to-evacuate and: move: |

ot ey With experts inall L0 5 swecumbed leving
Scont. Afier the  facets of the boating  Homes that were not toppled off
s and g sty o v Bl i
Tinal hi;,:h tide on and meteorologists, rocks tossed over seawalls by tides

e T

million i dam- provide the destroyed in the no-name storm.

o 0 nticate detals that 2o 1 e it bt v
lown’s  public give both the author :t?lslsel:féorlzsny lrlcl:cr;:]alil;mal. were “
el s and s first novel e me of yeur By Lo

walls and roads. credibility. storm receded, several vessels had

been tossed up on the beaches like
toy boats. Some sank, and still oth-
ers’moored together in the harbor |

Seawalis were leveled during the storm, leaving dozens of homes exposed to
the full fury of the ocean.

were  smashed into  bits.
Harbormaster Elmer Pooler report- .
ed that 28 vessels came ashore, six

boats sank and the Mill Wharf

Marina floated off its pilings, and

landed beside the harbormasters

office on Cole Parkway with 25
boats tied to jt.

“One boat was tossed right on op
of the Coast Guard Station Pier. We
had never seen that before.” Pooler
said. :

Assistant Harbormaster Mark
Patterson was like Pooler, trapped

in the Harbormaster's office during
the storm.  Four feet of water had
tumed Cole Parkway into a river
and all the harbormasters could Jdo

; was wail it out the

storm.  “Boals in
the harbor  were
just  pulverized.”
recalled Patterson.,
“There were
dinghies  {ving
throngh the air”
Boat. marina il
picr damages
totaled nearly S22

million. Pooler

said.

Fortunately. no
one in Scituale suf-
fered the fate of the
Gloucester lisher-
men. As a new sca-
son of norcasters

gets underway., |

Junger’s book may

serve as the most
potent storm waming to. those on
land and sea. o



Several of the more than 100 boats still moored In Scituate Harbor were tossed ashore some landing on nearby homes.

. . ot oot ' . P e e

saterwrwwaeert i s :

B U BN T AR N




